STRIKE
1919















Prices had tripled and quadrupled during World War |

Wages had been frozen since 1914

End of war meant end of war production, competition for jobs and opportunity to
lower wages




Workers’ Demands

e Motormen from Winnipeg Electric Company:
e 40% increase in wages
e 39-47 cents/hour to 60-70 cents/hour




WOMEN’S WAGES




150,000 people took part in strikes across Canada in 1919

Sympathy strikes took place across Canada when the strike was called in
Winnipeg




EVENTS

* May 1 - Metal Trades go on strike
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COMMITTEE OF 1000

* A. L. Crossin - Investment Adviser

* A.J. Andrews - Former Mayor of Winnipeg,




COMMITTEE OF 1000

* Members came from Manufacturers Association
and the Board of Trade, Real Estate Board,
Manitoba Club, Carlton Club, Lake of the
WoodsYacht Club




Saw themselves as legitimate successors to the barons of Runnymede who forced
King John to accept the Magna Carta, therefore the Strike was a threat to

constitutional authority

Wore British Flag pins as a symbol of their solidarity with stable government




Posed as defenders of middle class - that there is no class struggle, but handful of
agitators vs. citizens

Made idealized claims about the communal identity of Winnipeggers - “everyone is
a “worker”, therefore no one had claim to the name - part of their appeal to the

sense of historical ideal

Claimed permission signs were a symbol of the defiance of the elected and




" PERMITTED BY

AUTHORITY OF ..

STRIKE COMMITTE .



Exaggerated demands of the Strike Committee

Claimed they wanted a 6 hour work day

Used red-baiting - that a Bolshevist state would be set up (Winnipeg Telegram):




June 1 - Winnipeg Citizen claimed “certain men from across the Atlantic, who
arrived 7 months ago in Canada, selected Winnipeg” to foment revolution”

June 11 - John Dafoe, publisher of Manitoba Free Press, declared “The name of
this country is Canada, not Bohunkia.”
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Inflamed rhetoric - e.g. that strikers were inhibiting the delivery of mail, when the
postal workers had gone on strike




Committee of 1000 met trains in Fort William to recruit returning soldiers into the
militia.

Drove them directly from the train station to the barracks

Ploy to recruit soldiers didn’t work - returning soldiers in larger numbers than




Sympathetic Strikes all over North America:
Brandon

Toronto

Calgary




Strike Committee called for negotiations which the City tried to facilitate with a
10-man committee. But the Committee of 1000 engineered that no negotiations
would take place.

“Do not under any circumstances allow pressure from well-meaning but
inadequately formed people persuade the government to make any offers of
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June 9 - Police force fired for refusing to sign oath of loyalty.

Hundreds of Special Constables hired at $6/day - twice the discharge allowance given to
veterans

given armbands and truncheons/fenceposts/bats - which many filled with lead or cement to
cause greater damage













June 17 - Strike leaders arrested in middle of the night, taken to Stony Mountain
Penitentiary, charged with seditious conspiracy. Labour halls ransacked by
Specials.

Western Labor News advises strikers to “Keep Cool - Do Nothing - We've Got
Them Now”













BLOODY SATURDAY
JUNE 21, 1919

» Mike Sokoloski shot and killed

* Steve Sherbanowitz shot through the legs - died of
gangrene
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* Strike Committee appealed for an investigation
into the causes and events of the strike - received
assurances from the province

* Strike Committee called an end to the strike for
Wednesday, June 25, 11:00 a.m. to avoid further

violence




* 119 Telephone workers, 403 postal workers, 53
firemen fired

* Many strikers blacklisted, some left Winnipeg
* Economy of Winnipeg damaged




* A.J. Andrews acted in a private prosecution against
the strike leaders - billed Government of Canada
for his time and was found to have diverted money
to intended to be used for returning soldiers

» Six strike leaders received sentences from 6 months
- 2 years 1n jail.




* Investigation in July and September 1919 by
Manitoba Judge H.A. Robson concluded the strike
was a protest against difficult living conditions,
high cost of living, inadequate wages and
profiteering




CANNED AND THE LID GOING ON
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No room for them in busy Canada.
The Montreal Daily Star, 30 March 1920




* A.A. Heaps and James Woodsworth elected to Parliament for
Co-Operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF)

* William Ivens, John Queen, George Armstrong, - jailed for
seditious conspiracy - elected to Manitoba Legislature while in
jail, along with Fred Dixon

* John Queen - elected Mayor of Winnipeg 1935-36 and 1937-42,
served in Legislature at the same time until defeated in 1941

* R.B. Russell (two years in jail) - went to work for One Big Union
(OBU)

* William Johns - blacklisted, but hired by a friend in Winnipeg
School Division to help in technical skills - helped develop Tec
Voc which opened in 1951
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THE STATE
TREMBLED

HOW A.J. ANDREWS AND THE
CITIZENS' COMMITTEE BROKE THE
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MICHAEL BUPUIS
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GENERAL
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Harriet Zaidman

hzaldman mail.com




