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Dispossession Lessons

Lessons developed by
● Masako Fukawa
● Greg Miyanaga
● Susan Sayuri Nishi
● Patricia Tanaka



How
How do you teach students 
about Japanese Canadian 

Internment and Dispossession?

Big Ideas
Conceptual understanding.

Begin the thinking and 
conversations.

Build empathy skills.

Big Questions
Give a sense of the issues 

behind dispossession and build 
critical thinking skills along the 

way. 



DISPOSSESSION LESSONS

82 3 4 5 6 7

FUF

Photos

Suitcase

Living

Letters

Charter

1

Beliefs

Redress

CORE DISPOSSESSION ACTIVITY



Beliefs 
Agree or Disagree



FUF Game

Team A Team B



Property cards

We start by giving each student a property card. 



Development of 
property

● Residence above
● Business below 



Populate 

Age 323 Powell Street

Name Hayami

Occupation Radio repairs

Students develop an 
attachment to their virtual 

community, the people and 
the belongings

Attachment

They will pin these into 
their properties

PinStudents populate their properties 
with people and possessions



Powell Street

A low-tech virtual community of a 
Japanese-Canadian neighborhood. 



Pearl Harbor

After students have built up sufficient 
possessions and attachment...

● Pearl Harbor
● The Evacuation Order



Overnight

Avatars go from this... To this



Incarceration continues 
Possessions start to disappear from the Powell Street display  



Letters of protest by our students
Dear sir,
● Due to the amount of work and effort to make it 

liveable and the investments, you only sold it for little 
of what is actually cost.

● I worked really hard on my property and I have 
finished it with dedication.

● All our money was in the tailor shop.
● We seem to be treated as a lesser kind of human.
● My uncle and I made them [radios]...please return 

the stuff to me...we don't need the cash just 
memories.

● ...what I went through in those camps.
● I turned that house into a home.



What are some ideas or skills that might result  from teaching 
about challenging times in Canada’s history? 

How can teaching and learning about Japanese Canadian 
internment and dispossession fit in to your grade’s curricula? 

Can you think of 3 big questions students may have/wonder about? 
What connections might they make with what they already know?



When Shizuye Takashima, “Shichan” as she was called, 
was eleven years old, her entire world changed forever. As 
a Japanese-Canadian in 1941, she was among thousands 
of people forced from their homes and sent to live in 
internment camps in the Canadian Rockies. Although none 
had been convicted of any crime, they were considered the 
enemy because the country was at war with Japan. In this 
true story of sadness and joy, Shichan recalls her life in the 
days leading up to her family’s forced movement to the 
camp, her fear, anger, and frustration as the war drags on, 
and the surprising joys in the camp: a Kabuki play, holiday 
celebrations, and the ever-present beauty of the stars.

- From the Penguin/Random House website





Picture book for older 
readers/listeners due to 
“heaviness” of the story. 

Naomi’s story in a 
chapter book for grade 
four and up.  



Japanese American Experience Japanese Canadian Experience

Graphic 
Novels



Kiku Hughes hopes that readers will:

● get a broader understanding of Japanese American 
incarceration

● gain an understanding of community trauma caused by 
racist targeting can persist for generations

● see the power that memories can have



Novel for grades 4-7, MYRCA List 2018

Adult, CBC Canada Reads Winner 2018
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Links

01

02

03

04

05

Landscapes of Injustice National Association of Japanese 
Canadians

Landscapes of Injustice-elementary 
lessons

Japanese Cultural Association of 
Manitoba

Landscape of Injustice-high school 
lessons Canadian Museum for Human Rights

2019 Field School website

Nikkei National Museum & Cultural 
Centre

Library and Archives Canada

07

08

09

10

Landscape of Injustice-Lessons in 
French

http://www.landscapesofinjustice.com/
http://najc.ca/
http://najc.ca/
https://loi.uvic.ca/elementary/
https://loi.uvic.ca/elementary/
https://www.jcamwpg.ca/
https://www.jcamwpg.ca/
https://loi.uvic.ca/secondary/
https://loi.uvic.ca/secondary/
https://humanrights.ca/story/japanese-canadian-internment-and-the-struggle-for-redress
https://landscapesofinjus.wixsite.com/mysite
https://centre.nikkeiplace.org/
https://centre.nikkeiplace.org/
https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/research-help/genealogy-family-history/ethno-cultural/pages/japanese-canadians.aspxr/immigration/history-ethnic-cultural/Pages/japanese-books-resources.aspx
http://loitrelementary.weebly.com/lessons-in-french.html
http://loitrelementary.weebly.com/lessons-in-french.html


What are you wondering? 



Thank you 
Lindsey Griffin: lgriffin@wsd1.org

Clara Kusumoto: ckusumoto@wsd1.org

Grace Sheppard: ksheppard@wsd1.org

Link to Google slides

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LNBW4CLp4x64Wn2LmhKst1Cuk1RYHsi4YL07QoZ03wk/edit?usp=sharing

